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By: John Prange 

It was King Louie, XV who first 

said, "The object of government 

is to pluck the goose in such a 

way as to obtain the most 

amount of feathers with the least 

amount of squawking." 

There are several notable ways 

our government accomplishes 

this goal -printing worthless pa-

per money, thereby taxing us 

sneakily through inflation; by 

borrowing money to be paid 

back by future taxpayers so cur-

rent ones don't feel the pain im-

mediately; by requiring busi-

nesses to pay taxes for its em-

ployees so that the employees 

don't feel squeezed directly, 

(often even getting money back 

after they file their tax returns); 

and of course the tried and true 

political method é outright ly-

ing. 

Last year our goose-herding 

government plucked tens of bil-

lions of taxpayer "feathers" for 

the benefit of one of its favorite 

bloated, incompetent and cor-

rupt organizations, General Mo-

tors.  This was taken from the 

infamous fund known as the 

ñTroubled Asset Relief Pro-

gramò (TARP), or as some have 

dubbed it é ñTaxpayers Again 

Raped and Pillagedò.  

Recently the head of General 

Motors has been seen smiling on 

TV commercials bragging about 

how GM has paid back this 

"loan" in full.  Confessed plagia-

rist and 

legendary buffoon, Vice Presi-

dent Joe Biden has called GM's 

payback a "huge accomplish-

ment."  (At least he didnôt call it 

a ñbig féing dealò).  But Neil 

Barofsky, a member of the in-

spector general's office and 

overseer of the auto bailout, told 

the Senate Finance Committee,  

"The one thing that a lot of peo-

ple overlook with this is where 

they got the money to pay back 

this loan.  And it isn't from earn-

ings é It's actually from an-

other pool of TARP money é I 

don't think we should exagger-

ate it too much.  Remember that 

the source of this money is just 

other TARP money." 

Not only did GM pay back tax-

payers with taxpayer money, it 

only paid back to the U.S. 

Treasury a sliver é $6.7 billion 

é of the nearly $50 billion re-

ceived.  Of course the politi-

cians who voted for TARP and 

supported the bailout of GM 
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ñYes, we did produce a near-

perfect republic. But will they keep 

it? Or will they, in the enjoyment of 

plenty, lose the memory of free-

dom? Material abundance without 

character is the path of destruc-

tion.ò          

                        Thomas Jefferson 

prefer the myth that the bailout 

was a smashing success and that 

GM is selling so many cars that 

it has paid back the TARP 

money in full with money it 

EARNED not money taken 

from people who really did earn 

it.  If we buy the myth instead of 

the reality we might re-elect 

them so they can start a fresh 

round of feather-plucking fun. 

Watching the smiling and lying 

GM CEO Ed Whitacre in his 

TV ad really makes me want to 

buy one of his cars é Right..  

Thatôll happen é when pigs fly  

and when corrupt corporation 

heads and politicians don't lie.  


